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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The phrase 
deaf-mute could be deemed offensive to the deaf community, 
(see. http://www.nad.orQ/deafanddumb ). 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 11-12, 14-15, 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
unpatentable by Bravin et al US (2003/0069997). 



Regarding claim 11, Bravin discloses, a sign language interpretation system 
(Fig. 1 , el. 10) which interconnects a videophone terminal for deaf-mute persons used 
by a deaf-mute person capable of using sign language (Paragraph 0018, lines 3-5) , a 
videophone terminal for non-deaf-mute persons used by a non- deaf-mute person 
incapable of using sign language (Paragraph 0018 and Paragraph 0015, lines 12-14) 
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and a videophone terminal for sign language interpreters used by a sign language 
interpreter in order to provide sign language interpretation in a conversation between a 
deaf-mute person and a non-deaf- mute person over a videophone (Paragraph 0018 
Fig. 5, el. 52 and Paragraph 0033, line 2) 
said sign language interpretation system comprising: 

communications means individually equipped with a line interface for deaf-mute 
persons to which a deaf-mute person terminal is to be connected (Fig. 2, el. 30 and 20) 

a line interface for non-deaf-mute persons to which a non-deaf-mute person 
terminal is to be connected (Fig. 2, el. 35 and 20) 

and a line interface for sign language interpreters to which a sign language 
interpreter terminal is to be connected (Paragraph 0033, lines 2-3 and Fig. 5, el. 22) 

said communications means includes a function to simultaneously perform: a 
function to synthesize at least a video from said line interface for non-deaf- 
mute persons and a video from said line interface for sign language interpreters and 
transmit the resulting video to said line interface for deaf-mute persons (in Fig. 1 we 
have both the caller and the callee have video synthesization capabilities in two way 
communication through the interpreter; in Paragraph 0030; Bravin discloses that the 
communication between the caller and the callee could happen using any 
communication means associated with the communication device .i.e. video; in 
Paragraph 0018; Bravin teaches that the hearing person voices back to the deaf person 
through the interpreter who sign to the deaf person what he hears from the hearing 
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person; therefore, based on Bravin suggestions of using the video mode that the 
hearing person contact the interpreter through a video connection and the interpreter 
will communicate, resulting video "i.e. translated voice into sign language" with the deaf 
person through video connection too using the portal system; Fig. 3). 

a function to transmit at least a video from said line interface for deaf-mute 
persons and an audio from said line interface for sign language interpreters to said line 
interface for non-deaf-mute persons (Paragraph 0018) 

a function to transmit at least a video from said line interface for deaf-mute 
persons and an audio from said line interface for non-deaf-mute persons to said line 
interface for sign language interpreters (Paragraph 0018) 

and connection means (Fig. 4, el. 20) equipped with a sign language interpreter 
registration table (Fig . 4, el. 70) in which the terminal number of a sign language 
interpreter is registered (since the first and second device contact the interpreter 
through the portal system in order to complete a connection; it is necessary that the 
portal system has a registered number/address of the interpreter device; Paragraph 
0021 and 0022) 

said connection means including: a function to accept a call to said line interface 
for deaf-mute persons or said line interface for non-deaf-mute persons and connect the 
calling terminal ( Paragraph 0016) 

a function to prompt said calling terminal to enter the terminal number of the 
called terminals (Paragraph 0016) 
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a function to extract the terminal number of a sign language interpreter from said 
sign language interpreter registration table (based on the personal communication 
preferences table in Fig. 6, the portal system will contact the preferred interpreter 
terminal and connect the caller to that terminal; Paragraph 0036, 0037 and 0038) 

a function to call and connect the sign language interpreter terminal by using said 
extracted terminal number of the sign language interpreter from said line interface for 
sign language interpreters (Fig. 5, el. 20 and 22; the portal system based on the caller 
preferences will choose the interpreter and call and contact that terminal through the 
interface 22) 

and a function to call and connect the called terminal by using said acquired 
called terminal number, from said line interface for the non-deaf-mute person terminal in 
case said calling terminal is connected to the line interface for deaf-mute persons 
(Paragraph 0016), or from said line interface for the deaf-mute person terminal in case 
said calling terminal is connected to the line interface for non-deaf-mute persons 
(Paragraph 0016; it is two way communication) 

Regarding claim 12, Bravin discloses, wherein selection information for selecting 
a sign language interpreter is registered in said sign language interpreter registration 
table (Fig. 6, el. 70) and said connection means includes a function to acquire the 
conditions for selecting a sign language interpreter from said calling terminal (Paragraph 
0019 and 0040; i.e. if the caller party requests an interpreter with a special language) 
and a function to extract the terminal number of a sign language interpreter who 
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satisfies said extracted selection conditions from said sign language interpreter 
registration table (the portal system will connect the calling party to the interpreter that 
satisfied the condition in the personal communication preferences; Paragraph 
0035-0037 and 0039). 

Regarding claim 14, Bravin discloses, wherein said connection means includes a 
function to generate text messages to be respectively transmitted to the deaf-mute 
person terminal, non-deaf-mute person terminal and sign language interpreter terminal 
(Paragraph 0023; so both parties can communicate with each other using text 
messages through the portal system " see Fig. 3"; which take the text message through 
the interpreter first for any required converting before complete the connection between 
the first and the second device, " see Fig. 5") 

and said communications means includes a function to synthesize said 
respective messages generated onto videos to be transmitted to said line interface for 
deaf-mute persons said line interface for non-deaf-mute persons and said line interface 
for sign language interpreters, respectively (col. 5, lines 11-13; so the recipient, which 
could be the deaf person or the non-deaf person or the interpreter could receive a text 
message and convert it to a video ). 

Regarding claim 15, Bravin discloses, wherein said connection means includes 
a function to generate a voice message to be transmitted to said terminal for non-deaf- 
mute persons (Paragraph 0017); and said communications means includes a function to 
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synthesize said generated message onto an audio to be transmitted to said line 
interface for non-deaf-mute persons (Paragraph 0017). 

Regarding claim 19, Bravin discloses, wherein said communications means 
includes a function to transmit a video obtained by synthesizing a video from said line 
interface for deaf-mute persons and a video from said line interface for non-deaf-mute 
persons to said line interface for sign language interpreters ( Paragraph 0030, Fig. 1, 3 
and 5). 

Regarding claim 21, a method for providing sign language interpretation in a 
conversation between a deaf-mute person and a non-deaf-mute person over a 
videophone (Fig. 1 and Paragraph 0018 and ) said method interconnecting a 
videophone terminal for deaf-mute persons used by a deaf-mute person capable of 
using sign language, a videophone terminal for non-deaf-mute persons used by a non- 
deaf-mute person incapable of using sign language (Paragraph 0015 and 0018) and a 
videophone terminal for a sign language interpreter used by the sign interpreter 
(Paragraph 0018; Fig. 5,el. 52 and Paragraph 0033, line 2) said method individually 
equipped with a line interface for deaf-mute persons to which a deaf-mute person 
terminal is to be connected (Fig. 2, el. 30 and 20), a line interface for non-deaf-mute 
persons to which a non-deaf-mute person terminal is to be connected (Fig. 2, el. 35 and 
20), and a line interface for sign language interpreters to which a sign language 
interpreter terminal is to be connected (Fig. 5, el. 22), said method comprising: 

a step of simultaneously performing steps of: synthesizing at least a video from 
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said line interface for non-deaf-mute persons and a video from said line interface for 
sign language interpreters and transmitting the resulting video to said line interface for 
deaf-mute persons (in Fig. 1 we have both the caller and the callee have video 
synthesization capabilities in two way communication through the interpreter; in 
Paragraph 0030; Bravin discloses that the communication between the caller and the 
callee could happen using any communication means associated with the 
communication device .i.e. video; in Paragraph 0018; Bravin teaches that the hearing 
person voices back to the deaf person through the interpreter who sign to the deaf 
person what he hears from the hearing person; therefore, based on Bravin suggestions 
of using the video mode that the hearing person contact the interpreter through a video 
connection and the interpreter will communicate, resulting video "i.e. translated voice 
into sign language" with the deaf person through video connection too using the portal 
system; Fig. 3). 

transmitting at least a video from said line interface for deaf-mute 
persons and an audio from said line interface for sign language interpreters to said line 
interface for non-deaf-mute persons (Paragraph 0018) 

and transmitting at least a video from said line interface for deaf-mute persons 
and an audio from said line interface for non-deaf-mute persons to said line interface for 
sign language interpreters (Paragraph 0018), and said method is equipped with a sign 
language interpreter registration table (Fig. 4, el. 70) where the terminal number of a 
sign language interpreter is registered (since the first and second device contact the 
interpreter through the portal system in order to complete a connection; it is necessary 
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that the portal system has a registered number/address of the interpreter device; 
Paragraph 0021 and 0022), said method including steps of: 

accepting a call to said line interface for deaf-mute persons or said line interface 
for non-deaf-mute persons and connecting the calling terminal (Paragraph 0016) 

prompting said calling terminal to enter the terminal number of the called 
terminal (Paragraph 001 6) 

extracting the terminal number of a sign language interpreter from said sign 
language interpreter registration table (based on the personal communication 
preferences table in Fig. 6, the portal system will contact the preferred interpreter 
terminal and connect the caller to that terminal; Paragraph 0036,0037 and 0038) 

calling and connecting the sign language interpreter terminal by using said 
extracted terminal number of the sign language interpreter from said line interface for 
sign language interpreters (Fig. 5, el. 20 and 22; the portal system based on the caller 
preferences will choose the interpreter and call and contact that terminal through the 
interface 22) 

and calling and connecting the called terminal by using said acquired called 
terminal number, from said line interface for the non-deaf-mute person terminal in case 
said calling terminal is connected to the line interface for deaf-mute persons (Paragraph 
0016), or from said line interface for the deaf-mute person terminal in case said calling 
terminal is connected to the line interface for non-deaf-mute persons (Paragraph 0016; 
it is two way communication). 



Application/Control Number: 10/527,916 



Art Unit: 2623 



Page 10 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bravin et 
al US ( 2003/0069997) in view of Watson US (6,570,963). 

Regarding claim 13, Bravin discloses, a function to connect the called terminal to 
the sign language interpreter terminal 

Bravin does not disclose, wherein an availability flag to 
indicate whether a sign language interpreter is available is registered in the sign 
language interpreter registration table; and said connection means includes a function 
to extract the terminal number of an available sign language interpreter by referencing 
the availability flags in the sign language interpreter registration table. 

Watson discloses, wherein an availability flag to indicate whether a sign 
language interpreter is available is registered in the sign language interpreter 
registration table; and said connection means includes a function to extract the terminal 
number of an available sign language interpreter by referencing the availability flags in 
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the sign language interpreter registration table (col. 5, lines 45-45 and 56-64 and col. 6, 
lines 34-37) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to modify Bravin personal communications preferences 
table , with the teaching of Watson database , to include a field that identify the 
available interpreter, in order for the portal system to connect the caller to the available 
interpreter, so the system will perform in more efficient way. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bravin et 
al US (2003/0069997) in view of Liebermann et al US(2004/0034522) and in view 
Giuntoli US (5,917,888). 

Regarding claim 16, Bravin discloses, the sign language interpretation system 
equipped with a registration table (preferences table) used during a videophone 
conversation (Fig. 6), wherein said connection means include a function to detect a 
push on a dial pad at a terminal from said line interface for deaf-mute persons or said 
line interface for non-deaf mute person or said interface for sign language interpreter 
(Paragraph 0017 and Fig. 1; using the TRS) and that said communication means 
includes a function to detect a push on a dial pad at terminal from said line interface for 
deaf-mute persons or said line interface for non-deaf-mute persons or said line interface 
for sign language interpreter during videophone conversation (Paragraph 0017 and Fig. 
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1 ; using TRS) and generate a telop (Paragraph 0035 and 0036;so spoken or sign 
language will display as a text on the display window "telop"), and a function to 
synthesize said generated telop onto a video to be transmitted to at least one of said 
line interface for deaf-mute persons, said line interface for non-deaf-mute persons and 
said line interface for sign language interpreter (Paragraph 0023, the text could be 
received in any form .i.e. video). 

Bravin does not disclose the usage of term registration table, or the usage of 
audio as claimed. 

Liebermann discloses, using TRS in a sign language communication method, 
and a canned messages "global canned messages or personal canned messages" 
stored in the apparatus that perform the method so that the user selects the phrase 
closest to his/her need and keys in the number next to it (on the unit or the phone 
keypad) . For example, if "travel" is associated with the number 3. When the user key 
in number 3, the display changes to show the phrase "travel" (Paragraph 0058), 
therefore, Liebermann teaches the usage of a term registration table. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to modify Bravin system to include the term registration 
table, as taught by Liebermann, in order to make the communication more convenient 
between the communicating parties. 

Bravin in view of Liebermann does hot disclose that the function that used to 
detect a push on a dial pad at a terminal is performed by way of an audio. 
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Gintoli provide evidence that TRS uses DTMF or audio tone to detect a push on 
dial pad (col. 4, lines 51-56). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to modify Bravin in view of Liebermann system to perform 
the detection of push on a dial pad in an audio way, as taught by Gintoli, in order to use 
standardized telephony communication means for greater compatibilities. 

Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bravin et al US) in view of Ohki et al US (6,477,239). 

Regarding claim 17, Bravin discloses, said communications means includes a 
function to transmit a video obtained by synthesizing one of a video from said line 
interface for non-deaf-mute persons and a video from said line interface for sign 
language interpreters to said line interface for deaf-mute persons (Fig. 1 and paragraph 
0018 and 0030) 

Bravin does not disclose, that the display window at the said interface for deaf- 
mute person has a main window to display a video obtained by synthesizing one of a 
video from said line interface for non-deaf-mute persons and a video from said line 
interface for sign language interpreters and the other as a sub window. 

Ohki discloses, a function to transmit a video obtained by synthesizing one of a 
video from said line interface for non-deaf-mute persons and a video from said line 
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interface for sign language interpreters as a main window and the other as a sub 
window to said line interface for deaf-mute persons (Fig. 8 and col. 14, lines 16-34). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to modify Bravin communication method , to include main 
and sub window in the deaf person display device ,as teaches by Ohki, in order for 
the deaf person to see the person who he communicate with and his expressions , and 
at the same time understand what this person says through the interpreter video in the 
sub window. 

Regarding claim 18, Bravin discloses, said communications means includes a 
function to transmit a video obtained by synthesizing a video from said line interface for 
deaf-mute persons and a video from said line interface for sign language 
interpreters to said line interface for non-deaf-mute person (Fig. 1 and Paragraph 0018 
and 0030) 

Bravin does not disclose, that the non-deaf- mute person display window has a 
Main window to display a video for deaf-mute person and a sub window to display video 
from said line interface for sign language interpreters 

Ohki disclose, said communications means includes a function to transmit a 
video obtained by synthesizing a video from said line interface for deaf-mute persons as 
a main window and a video from said line interface for sign language interpreters as a 
sub window (Fig. 17) to said line interface for non-deaf-mute person. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the 
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time the invention was made , to modify Bravin communication method, to include main 
and sub window in the non-deaf person display device ,as teaches by Ohki, in order for 
the non-deaf person to see the interpreter and the person who he communicate with 
and his expressions. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bravin 
et al US ( 2003/0069997) in view of Giuntoli US (5,917,888). 

Regarding claim 20, Bravin discloses, said communications means includes a 
function to detect a push on a dial pad at a terminal during a videophone conversation 
from said line interface for deaf-mute persons or said line interface for non-deaf-mute 
persons or said line interface for sign language interpreters and change a method for 
synthesizing a video and/or an audio to be transmitted to the line interface in 
association with the number of the dial pad detected (Paragraph 0017 and 
Fig. 1; using the TRS). 

Bravin does not disclose the usage audio as claimed. 

Gintoli provide evidence that TRS uses DTMF or audio tone (col. 4, lines 51-56), 
therefore, Giuntoli teaches the usage of audio as claimed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made, to modify Bravin system to include an audio DTMF ,as 
taught by Giuntoli, in order to use standardized telephony communication means for 
grater compatibilities. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maria El Zoobi whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3434. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8AM-5 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7305. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M.E. //Maria El Zoobi/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4178 



/Hai Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 
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